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The Green Devolution:
Confessions of an amateur photographen
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COLD-BLOODED VET

By GREG MERTZ, DVM

By Greg Mertz, DVM

suspect that most pho-

tographers are liars. |

know because | am one.
| didn’t start off a liar, but as
my shutter skillsimproved my
selection of subject, my use of
light, and focus crept into my
composition. | take the best
looking picture | can. | go for
truth in the sense of beauty
and meaning. And therein lies
thelies.

Today, in the age of digital
cameras the art of photogra-
phy isin the choice of which
image to display. There are
no click limits. Back in the
day of film, our pocketbooks
made us compose and shoot
our photos with care. We had
to pay for the image twice.
Once when we bought the
film and once when we devel-
oped it. It made usinto exqui-
siteliars. What does this have
to do with pets and animals?

| suppose there is little
falout in the world of pets.
You might have the ugliest
mutt ever seen and still suc-
ceed in creating an endearing,
appealing photographic lie.
Feel freeto take the best 100k-
ing photograph of your pet as
possible. Lie al you want. No
one gets hurt.

In the area of wildlife
there might be significance in
publishing good looking pho-
tographs of nature and wild
animals. It allaysfearsthat the
wild world has gone to hell. |
cal this the Green Devolu-
tion.

| was recently working
with an author for National
Geographic on a small chil-
dren's book. | submitted a
portfolio of 351 wildlife pho-
tographs that | had taken.
They were all well-composed
shots. Don't get me wrong, |

am not aNational Geographic
quality photographer; it took
a hundred thousand clicks to
get these hundred or so pho-
tos.

What | am though, is a
pretty good liar with access
to an endless stream of wild
animals, right up close and
in their face. In our veteri-
nary hospital, we can’t exam-
ine them without laying our
hands on them. The older |
get and the worse my eyesight
gets, the closer | get. | have
my camera right there at the
ready during many exams. We
examine thousands of patients
representing hundreds of spe-
cies each year. They come
with all manner of traumas
and imperfections.

| compose shots from the
head up or the feet down, or
of the eye or even just the
tongue. What | don't show
are the broken wings, broken
legs, punctured eyes, oiled
feathers, the fleas, the lice and
the mites. | am telling only
part of the truth.

Like the five blind men
and the elephant, |1 choose
my subject wisely to promote
the point of view that | want
to emphasize. I always go for
the attractive; you know, the
elephant’s eye and trunk.

When the environment fi-
nally succumbs, there will still
be green leaves on the trees.
There will still be forests and
woodlands, beaches, lakes,
ponds and streams. There will
still be animals running freely
across the roadways.

Photosynthesis will run
rampant just like today. The
problem will not be in how
much photosynthesis is going
on but, in how much diversity
of plantsand animalsthereare
in the woods, in the fields, in
the ponds and lakes. A beauti-
ful photograph will still make
it onto the front page of the
newspaper, magazine, Web
site, and television.

What will change? Our
habitats will meld into one

large monotone of the same
set of species over and over.
Wetlands will be populated
with purple loosestrife. The
woods will flourish with Nor-
wegian maple, and black oak.
Most plants will be covered
with the mysterious and pic-
turesque kudzu. Ponds and
lakes will be filled with water
milfoil and covered with wa-
ter lilies. Our woods will be
filled with squirrels, and half
domestic turkeys and deer.
Our beaches will be filled
with laughing gulls, our ponds
populated by mute swans. But
not much else will thrive. It
will still be green with little
animals scurrying about. The
excitement of the woodlands,
estuaries, ponds and lakeswill
be gone.

So what's wrong with
that? What's missing? Di-
versity and complexity. The
biology of Earth will not be a
mystery anymore, because it
will be limited enough for all
of us to understand perfectly.
There won't be a food chain,
there won't be predators chas-
ing prey. And frankly what
will arise is a sanitized view
of the environment. Conflicts
will be gone, because the
plants and animals that will
thrive, according to the prin-
ciples of natura selection,
will be those that survive well
in the face of humankind's
onslaught.

What will be left will

not he God's Nature, hut
humankind’s nature. | think
that is a problem. We are
neither as inventive nor as
complicated as God and/or
Nature.

So what isto be done? For
one, maybe | will stop tak-
ing nice pictures from now
on. I'll tell the truth through
photo and word. Otherwise
guard the open spaces with
your pocketbook, your vote
and your advocacy.
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Pet Styling on the Go!

Serving the Greater Cape Area
* And Now Plymouth County, Too!

Doesn’t your pet deserve a
day of beauty, too?

What would be nicer than having
your pet picked up and pampered in
a mobile grooming studio?

This self-contained bus offers the
latest in state-of-the-art convenience
for the customer and luxurious, air conditioned
surroundings for your pet.

The groomer and pet begin with several moments
of bonding.This reduces your pet’s worries and
stress and gives the pet reassurance.

The beauty treatment begins. The spa treatment
includes a thoroughly relaxing massage. Your pet
is NEVER put in a cage and is NEVER away from
the groomer’s hands.

Benefits:
Your pet never comes into contact with someone
else’s pet.

Your pet can see your house
during the entire spa experience.

Your pet will experience no
drive anxiety or car sickness.

Your pet is away from you for

only 1-2 hours, not all day.

There is no driving time for you, | :

no more waiting hours, spending
money
shopping while waiting.

You get to relax, enjoy a meal, doing your own
errands while the bus is in your yard.

Cats are welcome
for Dematting
Brush-out, Bath
& Lion cut.

Sarah Sherman,
a vet technician,
joins our team with 10 years
of canine training. She is an
expert trainer of aggressive dogs.

Please call and ask for Emily.
508-889-749 1

Plymouth County Residents
ask for Sarah for a$10 discount
for first grooming/new customer.




