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At the New England 
Wildlife Center we care 
for approximately 350 

different species of animals.  No 
dogs, no cats; no horses, no cows.  
Beyond that there are a lot of dif-
ferent kinds of animals.  Some 
are wildlife.  Some are domestic. 
Some are exotic. Some are native. 
Some are naturalized.  Some are 
invasive.  Some are tame. Some 
are feral.  All are animals.

What do all these adjectives 
mean? What is an exotic animal? 
How does a wild animal differ 
from a domestic?  It is a bit of a 
maze, if you aren’t working with 
these words and these categories 
of animals every day. There are a 
lot of overlaps and shades of gray 

these are my own because I could 
-

tions.    And you and God know, I 
am no etymologist.

Domestic Animal-Merriam-
Webster comes to our aid with this 
one: “any of various animals (as 
horse and sheep) domesticated so 
as to live and breed in a tame con-
dition.”  Domestic animals need 
food, shelter and care from people 
to thrive.  In other words, domes-

tic animals are needy. Think about 
your dog.  Needy, right?

Wild Animal- Again Mer-
riam-Webster comes to our aid 
again:  “living things and esp. 

neither human nor domesticated.” 
Wild animals need nothing from 
us to thrive. Wild animals are rac-
coons, deer, bear, bluegills and 

beetles.
Native Animal-And again 

Merriam Webster: “living or 
growing naturally in a particular 
region; an original or indigenous 
inhabitant. The State of MA takes 

They say, “native…means a spe-
cies which either occurs, or has 
occurred, within MA, provided 
that the original occurrence of 
such species is not the result of 
a deliberate or accidental intro-
duction by humans into MA nor 
an introduction elsewhere which 
spread into MA.” 321CMR10.02  
So, bear, white-tailed deer, rac-
coons, grey squirrels, and many 
other species are native wild ani-
mals.  What about red fox?  May-
be.  Maybe not.  Most of the red 
fox strains were imported to this 
region by foxhunters in the 18th 
and 19th Centuries.  Some strains 
may have done a circum-Artic 
migration. In another place the 
State of MA puts the time limit 
on native species as those that 
were here before Europeans came 
to MA. This raises an interesting 

question:  what are coyotes? Are 
they native or naturalized? They 
migrated here from the Western 
U.S. on their own without the aid 
and assistance of people.  They 
were not here before Europeans, 
so, I guess, they are naturalized 
wild animals.

Naturalized Animal-Webster 
again: “to bring into conformity 
with nature,” and  “to cause (as 
a plant) to become established as 
if native.” Like who? Well, those 
red foxes, and starlings, pheas-
ants, and house sparrows are ex-
amples.

Invasive Animal-This is a 
relatively new usage.  An inva-
sive animal is a non-native spe-
cies that is thriving so well that it 
is out-competing and damaging 
the health of the local native spe-
cies.  For instance, mute swans 
are taking and damaging the food 
supply of other native waterfowl 
like black duck, mallards, Canada 
geese, and more.  To rise to the 
level of invasive, an animal spe-

There is a new brand of American 
patriot that feels all invasive, fe-
ral, and naturalized species should 
be executed.  

Exotic Animal-to paraphrase 
Merriam it is an animal that is 
from a different country.  Implied 

already occur in the new country. 

regions or contiguous habitats in-
stead of geopolitical boundaries. 

For instance a red-eared slider (a 
turtle) is exotic here in MA but 
not in Louisiana. An umbrella 
cockatoo is exotic here. Exotic 
is most often used to describe pet 
animals, because if they were in 
the wild they would be consid-
ered a naturalized, invasive, or 
feral animal. What this points out 
is that the word domestic, wild 

work with. Pet exotic animals can 
be wild ones that have been taken 
out of the wild. There are lots of 
laws that are working to stop that 
practice. 

Feral Animal-This is a do-
mestic animal that is now sur-
viving if not thriving in the wild. 
For instance the most common 
example is a feral cat, but becom-
ing almost as common is the mute 
swan.

Tame Animal-Implied is the 
wildness of the animal to begin 
with.  Merriam says that wildness 
has been subdued. We have a wild 
red-tailed hawk at the Center that 
is now tame. He will sit on a glove 
and eat from our hand. Some spe-
cies are more compliant than oth-
ers. Many of the exotic pets I see 
in veterinary appointments are in 
my estimation wild, but tamed, 
animals.

The overlaps between these 
words are confusing but like most 
words the intent is carried.  Nev-
ertheless, it is the holes in the 

discussion.

Fashion statement for haute dogs

Harnesses are a good way to 
control your dog on the leash with 
less risk of injury — especially if 
they are prone to pulling. Style, 
however, has not always been an 
option with these restraints. 

Now there is away to control 
your alpha dog of any size while 
making a fashion statement. Pet 

-
duced the Bucky Belt Harness, 
a choke-free restraint bedazzled 
in Swarovski Crystals and made 
of buttery soft bison. An adjust-
able, bone-shaped buckle and an 
embellished swivel snap make it 
comfortable, too. Most important, 
it will not cause injury to a dog’s 
sensitive neck and throat area 
because it wraps around a pet’s 
shoulders and chest.

Hand-crafted by local arti-
sans, it’s also made in the USA 
and carries a lifetime warranty 
on workmanship and hardware. 
A matching 5.5-foot lead is avail-
able with an “O” ring from which 
to  attatch a waste bag holder. The 

Bucky Belt Harness is available 
in six sizes accommodating fogs 
from four to 50 pounds in four 
styles. Prizes range from $65 to 
$05 and it is available online or at 

Accessorizing LazyBonezz-style

Valentine’s Day is a change to 
show al those you love what they 

mean to you–even the household 
pet. LazyBonezz [lazybonezz.

and chic with a range of cute ac-
cessories and comfy cushions for 
the cherished canine. All prices 
are under $50.

Does you bulldog have a ro-
mantic outlook on life, try bring-
ing out his or her bloom with 

-
haps your Chihuahua has delu-
sions of toughness. The studded 

the neighborhood on notice. For 
those who literally let their ac-
cessories do the talking the Luxe 
Collars collection [also $29.99 

pet’s “spoiled,” “stud”ly or “prin-
cess” approach to life. Add a clas-
sic leash–or pick out a harness 
for the hard to handle pet [$39.99 

When walkies are over, the 
pampered one can crash for a 
power nap on the Madison cover/

colors and prints.

The way to a dog’s heart
Give your dog a treat and 

they’ll love you forever. But skip 
the heart-shaped box of candy- 
that’s not even good for people- 
and try feeding Fido a line of 
indulgent and healthy dog treats 
they’ll love from Merrick Pet 
Care.

From the animal parts they 
like to chew on-moozles. twin 
hoofers and snozzles–to jerkys 
and natural sausage treats and 
grain-free dry and wet food reci-
pes for dogs and cats made with 
real beef, sweet potatoes, zucchini 

of varieties and Petco and select 
independent retailers. Try tur-
ducken in canned form for your 
dog or a can of New England Boil 
for that good kitty in your life. See 
the company website merrickpet-
care.com for a store near you.

For your Sunshine

Country music tells us even 
cowboys–and cowgirls, for that 
matter–get the blues. But what 
about Old Blue? Is the old hound 
dog bluer than normal? Does your 
ferret go into a funk in winter? 
Does your budgie have the blahs? 
Worse, is the cat semi-catatonic?

Like people, pets can suf-
fer Seasonal Affective Disorder 
(SAD), we’re informed. Pawsitive 
Lighting is here to help jumpstart 

with their Sol Box, delivering the 
equivalent of a sunny day to your 
pet anytime. The device emits 
10,000 lux of full-spectrum white 
light to help spark the energy. Just 
turn it on, place it in a comfortable 
spot and let your pet gravitate to 
the light. The minimum effective 
dose is 30-45 minutes, but there is 
no harm in letting your pet bask 
all day for increased energy, de-
creased anxiety, enhanced sleep 
and elevated mood.

1411 Osterville Road 
West Barnstable

Emergency Service
 Available

(508) 428-6393
(508) 428-2322

“Dedicated to your 
pet’s health and happiness”

Beautiful Country Setting 
Cape Cod Animal Hospital 

has been in continuous 
operation since 1930

Complete 
Medical Care
Scott E. Munson, VMD
Heidi A. McMorrow, DVM
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THE DEADLINE is the 15th of each month.

Pe t p o u r r i
For Valentine’s Day, treats for the sweet


